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Purpose and key points 

This presentation is intended to clarify how FORTAG benefits the UC MBEST Center 
ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴŜŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎΦ 
 
FORTAG is a 30-mile regional network of paved recreational trails and greenways connecting communities to open space. 
 
Key underlying points: 
 

1. Trails and greenways add economic value to property. Trail systems boost the regional economy. 
a) Agreement with this concept has been consistently expressed in one-on-one meetings between FORTAG proponents and existing Fort Ord 

developers, including: Marina Community Partners (The Dunes), The Chadmar Group (Marina Heights), and Monterey Peninsula Properties (Del Rey 
Oaks).  

b) Agreement with this concept was expressed in a motion passed by a joint session of Marina City Council and Marina Planning Commission on 20 Nov 
2014. 

c) Agreement with this concept has been informally expressed to FORTAG proponents during one-on-one meetings with representatives from 
numerous other stakeholders, including: CSUMB, FORA, TAMC, Monterey County, BLM, State Parks, Monterey Peninsula Regional Parks District, 
consulting firms (BFS, DDA, DKP), Sierra Club, MORCA, FORT Friends, Sustainable Marina, KFOW, and the Cities of Marina, Del Rey Oaks, Seaside, 
and Carmel. 

2. Reuse of the former Fort Ord presents a unique opportunity to realize one of the best trail systems in the nation 
 

Key points made by this presentation: 
 

A. ¢ƘŜ ¦/ a.9{¢ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ UC MBEST 
property and connecting to regional networks. 

B. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Chw¢!DΩǎ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛƴƪŀges expressed in 
¦/ a.9{¢ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ 

C. FORTAG facilitates physical linkages between UC MBEST Center and its strategic neighbors, including: CSUMB, Marina Airport, and East Garrison 
D. Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ¦/Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ CƻǊǘ hǊŘ 

i. FORTAG presents a previously underrepresented opportunity for the UC MBEST Center to demonstrate consistency with the Fort Ord Reuse Plan 
(FORP) with respect with key recreational elements in FORP 

ii. Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦/ a.9{¢ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ Chw¢!D ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ CƻǊǘ hǊd Trails Symposium (22 
Jan 2015) and the Regional Urban Design Guidelines (RUDG) charrette (2-13 Feb 2015) 

E. Collaboration with FORTAG represents an opportunity for UC MBEST Center to show short-term forward progress and increase long-term value 
without economic risk on developable property that remains essentially unchanged since acquisition in 1994. 

F. FORTAG represents an opportunity to link and synergize two congressional initiatives: the UC MBEST Center, and the Monterey Bay Coastal 
Recreation Trail 

G. FORTAG represents an opportunity for UCSC to maintain connections to its 47 alumni in the faculty and staff at CSUMB 
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FORTAG overview 
 
 
 
 

More information: 
 FORTAG.org 

http://fortag.org/


The Fort Ord Rec Trail and Greenway (FORTAG) is proposed as a continuous 12-ft wide paved 

bikeway with an open -space buffer on both sides incorporating habitat, parks, playing fields, 

developed outdoor recreation sites, associated amenities, unpaved trails, and agriculture. The 

open-space buffer should extend at least 150 -ft on each side of the trail for the majority of its 

length. The northern loop of FORTAG encircles Marina, following a 13 mile route that includes 3 

miles of the existing òCoastal Rec Trailó. The southern loop of FORTAG encircles Seaside and bisects 

Del Rey Oaks, following a 15 mile route that includes 4 miles of the existing coastal trail system. 

The Trail includes spurs connecting with existing bike/pedestrian infrastructure and plans. Several 

sections of the paved trail will be accompanied by nearby unpaved trails running loosely parallel to 

the main paved trail. Many of these unpaved trails already exist .  

 

FORTAGõs intended purposes include: connecting people to open-space from their homes, 

workplaces, and hospitality bases; connecting together core habitat areas; facilitating social 

interaction between Fort Ord, Monterey Peninsula, and the Salinas Valley; and acting as a trunk 

from which to branch off to numerous other recreational activities. The paved trail is intended to 

be a pleasant and visually obvious route that invites safe use by families with young children on 

bikes, and that can be jointly used by walkers, joggers, children in strollers, wheelchairs (in key 

segments), commuter cyclists, and recreational cyclists (including those with narrow tires). 

Substantial portions of the greenway are intended to support unpaved paths used by hikers, 

mountain bikers, equestrians, and naturalists. FORTAG will involve approximately three underpasses 

and one overpass for pedestrians and bikes.  

 





Visualizing FORTAG: Other trail/open-space systems 

Note: These images were downloaded ad lib from the web. Their copyright status is unknown. 


