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Outline of presentation

• Why this presentation?
• Who are we?
• What is FORTAG?
• How is MPRPD involved?

– The past
– The present
– The future

• FORTAG at Frog Pond
• Next steps

– Resolution & modifications



Why this presentation

• MPRPD is a key FORTAG stakeholder, and a lot 
has happened since we last updated the 
Board

• We would like to firm-up the establishment 
and documentation of formal support
– Specifically in relation to the Frog Pond properties



Who are we?  And with whom are we?
• At the podium today, we are two of the “FORTAG Proponents”

– Fred Watson Ph.D.
– Scott Waltz Ph.D.

• We conceived FORTAG, building from a germination involving others 
including: Margaret Davis, Gail Morton, and Bruce Delgado

• We also happen to be CSUMB Professors, and there’s some overlap 
between FORTAG and our day jobs

• The “we” of FORTAG also includes TAMC to an increasing extent:
– We have worked closely with TAMC staff for a couple of years.
– TAMC secured $20M for FORTAG (out of $40M needed),

through Measure X, in 2016.
– TAMC is poised to become the Lead Agency for environmental review of FORTAG 

(their Board has approved this, as have several city councils and a committee of 
the county Board of Supervisors)

• We are also actively meeting and working with over 70 organizations, 
through over 200 meetings to date, as well as 19 public presentations 
and 7 public tours. The FORTAG web site includes over 100 maps.



What is FORTAG?

“The Fort Ord Rec Trail and Greenway (FORTAG) is 
proposed as a 30-mile regional network of paved 

recreational trails and greenways connecting 
communities to open space.”



30 miles of 
paved loops 
connecting 
communities to 
and through 
open space





How is MPRPD involved
1. Areas of collaboration

• Geographic areas
– Frog Pond Wetland Preserve

& neighboring Fort Ord property
– Laguna Grande Community Park
– Proposed “Fort Ord Regional Park”
– Roberts Lake
– Aeolian Dunes Preserve

• Thematic areas
– Operational role in certain respects?

(Maintenance, Interpretation, …)
– Lead agency role in certain respects?

Previously explored; tabled for now; TAMC stepping up in a big way.



How is MPRPD involved
2. Historic timeline

• MPRPD staff met with FORTAG proponents on:
– 17 Apr 2014, 13 Jun 2014, 5 Sep 2014, 18 Nov 2014, 18 Sep 2015, 7 Oct 

2015, 5 Mar 2017, 15 Mar 2017, 26 Sep 2017

• MPRPD Board received presentation from FORTAG proponents on
7 Jul 2014

• MPRPD Board members toured FORTAG segments and/or met with 
FORTAG proponents on:
– 5 Sep 2014, 12 Sep 2014, 3 Oct 2014, 14 Apr 2015, 16 Apr 2015

• MPRPD included FORTAG collaboration in
5-Year Strategic Plan adopted Dec 2015

• MPRPD support for FORTAG has been expressed through staff letters 
and staff podium appearances e.g. in relation to TAMC funding 
initiatives



How is MPRPD involved
3. The present

• Frog Pond Wetland Preserve
– Neighboring organizations are active

• DRO and their developers
– Monument RV Resort

• FORA
– South Boundary Road

• Seaside County Sanitation District
or Marina Coast Water District

– Possible sewer

• City of Monterey
– Development area off South Boundary Rd













Hwy 218 is not a 
great cycling or 
pedestrian 
experience



Hwy 218 is not a 
great cycling or 
pedestrian 
experience



Frog Pond has a 
lovely compacted 
DG trail through 
cottonwoods & 
willows



Previous upgrade of GJM Blvd 
included “sidewalks to nowhere”
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GJMB: This is “nowhere” from the bike/ped perspective. 
Heavy traffic. Almost non-existent shoulders.



GJMB: This is “nowhere” from the bike/ped perspective. 
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Options beside GJMB are extremely limited.
This one is narrow, very near residential property, and ends in a gnarly 
drop-off. The other side is also too steep, and has protected plants.
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Previous upgrade of GJM Blvd 
included “sidewalks to nowhere”



Here’s where we could push an underpass straight under GJMB 
connecting the two halves of Frog Pond Preserve together (actually, 
the best spot is a bit off to the right of this photo)



The “other side” of Frog Pond Preserve.
A great experience, if we facilitate it.



A bit beyond the “other side” of Frog Pond Preserve.
A great experience, if we facilitate it.



A bit further beyond the “other side” of Frog Pond Preserve.
Many great experiences out here to be connected together.



Right up against the boundary of Fort Ord National Monument.
A short bike/ped trip from so many places near DRO, if we make it happen.



How is MPRPD involved
3. The future

• Frog Pond Wetland Preserve
– We are asking the board to formally support the 

concept of:
1. FORTAG crossing beneath General Jim Moore 

Boulevard
2. FORTAG running through the Frog Pond properties on 

either side of GJMB as generally indicated in the maps 
attached to tonight’s agenda

– We also request that the board directs staff to 
commence work on a General Development Plan 
for Frog Pond



Working toward a goal through mutual incremental support

Organization
A

Organization
B

Organization
C

Organization
D

Action 1
Action 2 Action 3 Action 4

Action 5 Action 6
Action 7

Action 8

Action 9

Action 10



Past FORTAG actions that are
pillars upon which to build future actions

• Secured $20M in funding – TAMC, Dec 2016
• Included in MPRPD 5-Year Strategic Plan – MPRPD, Dec 2015
• Approved in “Draft Trails Concept” – FORA, Mar 2016
• Included in draft Habitat Conservation Plan for Fort Ord – FORA, 

Mar 2015
• Included in draft County trails plan (FORHA) – County staff, Mar 

2015
• Included in draft CSUMB Master Plan Update – CSUMB, Feb 2017
• Included in draft Seaside General Plan Update materials – Seaside 

consultants, Mar 2017
• Included in Capital Improvement Plan – City of Marina, Apr 2016
• Approved motion of support – City of Marina, Nov 2014



Suggested next steps

• Resolution in support of FORTAG included in 
tonight’s agenda & attachments
– Some post-agenda modifications suggested

• Direction regarding General Development Plan 
for Frog Pond properties



The Resolution, as approved by the Board at the meeting, but without some 
slight verbal modifications that will be document in the meeting minutes.



fortag.org

facebook.com/FORTAG



Final note:

If you happen to be shown in one of the photos in this presentation and either:
(1) want a copy of the photo, or
(2) want the photo to be removed from our outreach materials,
please let us know.

fortag@fortag.org

mailto:fred@fortag.org
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