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Introductions
• Fred Watson & Scott Waltz

Volunteer co-founders of FORTAG
(Professors at CSUMB)

Disclaimer: We are unofficial

• Rich Deal & Stefania Castillo
FORTAG project managers for TAMC

Lead Agency for FORTAG

• MPRPD Board of Directors
Decision makers for MPRPD properties including Frog Pond 
Wetland Preserve



What is FORTAG?

“The Fort Ord Rec Trail and Greenway (FORTAG) is 
proposed as a 30-mile regional network of paved 

recreational trails and greenways connecting 
communities to open space.”



FORTAG Values

• Connect people to open space
• Be a pleasant experience
• Be useable by anyone
• Have room for everyone
• Be complementary to the built environment
• Have loops, of different sizes
• Be 100% connected all the way around each loop
• Have no 'red flags' from land owners and/or jurisdictions
• Function as a habitat corridor for dispersal of native 

plants and movement of wildlife (with the exception of 
certain constrained segments where this is impractical)





















Existing conditions for cyclists and hikers 
in area of the proposed FORTAG segments







Wildlife-friendly undercrossing at Gen. Jim Moore Blvd
Connects Frog Pond to Fort Ord National Monument



Monterey Peninsula
Regional Park District

(MPRPD)



What is Frog Pond Wetland Preserve?







History of Frog Pond



“Gigling Reservation”
1924

Open canyon.
No earthen fill.

No road.

Road crossed the canyon by 1933.







Frog Pond 
1969



1971



MPRPD actions in the 1970s 

• 1972: MPRPD formed

• 1974: Failed bond measure to purchase western parcel

• 1977: MPRPD purchased western parcel as

“Frog Pond Natural Area”

• 1979: Stairway constructed



CNPS Native 
Plant Reserves

1975 - …



1982 & 1984



Trail Map
1982



Frog Pond Interpretive Trail Guide
1982



Actions in the 1990s 
• 1991: MPRPD applied to federal government to receive eastern parcels in after 

closure of Fort Ord, as

“Natural Area Expansion”

• 1992: “Parklands Group” of non-profits published 
“Fort Ord Parklands – A Vision Statement” including:
– Expansion of Frog Pond Natural Area
– Network of trails
– Parking at Canyon Del Rey entrance to North South Road

• 1994 draft “Frog Pond Wetland Preserve Management Plan”
(perhaps never approved) (see next slide)

• 1998 MPRPD Master Plan
– Notes the intent to pursue accessibility improvements specifically at Frog Pond and in 

preserves in general



1994 draft “Frog Pond Wetland Preserve Management Plan”
(perhaps never approved)

• Parking is limited
• Access is limited to fully mobile visitors only
• No dogs, bicycles, horses
• Willows “densely overgrown”
• Berm the pond edges
• Remove some willows
• Introduce California tiger salamanders
• Expand the area by adding Fort Ord parcels



Army parcelization
1997 (approx.)



Mitigation 
for early 

2000s 
widening



1998 Letter from MPRPD Attorney to Army/FORA:

“parking lot to the east of the District Frog Pond property as a trailhead parking lot for 
persons who wish lo go from east to west on the District property”

"The District requests a redesign of the plan to provide for improvements which would 
provide access at the trail crossing, preferably by means of a below-grade level tunnel. 
An above the road walkway would not allow for use of the crossing by the disabled."



“Boundary Conflict Resolution Agreement”
1999

“Natural Area 
Expansion”

“Trailheads”
…

“Parking”
…



“Resort at Del Rey Oaks”
Proposal 2007



Munitions Response Area - US Army Record of Decision
2008



Actions in the 2000s 

• 2009:
First eastern Frog Pond parcel deeded to MPRPD

• 2012:
Fort Ord National Monument created by President Obama

• 2016: CNPS Board passed following motion:

“Monterey Bay CNPS supports the general concept of a trail through Plant Preserve 
1. The Chapter would need to prevent negative impacts on the maritimechaparral, 
the rare plants and the riparian corridor; by working closely on the choice of the 
route location, approving the trail design and maintenance practices, and creating a 
trail/habitat corridor to connect with the future BLM portion of the Fort Ord 
National Monument.”



Disclaimer:
Unofficial map.

Not part of the DEIR.



FORTAG at Frog Pond



FORTAG / MPRPD presentations, meetings etc.

• FORTAG presentations to MPRPD Board
– 2014, July 7
– 2017 Oct 11 – Resolution passed supporting FORTAG through Frog Pond and under GJMB
– 2020 Feb 12

• FORTAG tours with MPRPD directors
– 2014 Sep 5, Sep 12, & Oct 3
– 2015 April 16*
– 2020 Sep 8*, Jan 20, Feb 4

* prior to becoming board member

• FORTAG supported by MPRPD in an official capacity
– 2015 Aug 26: Letter and speaker at TAMC board meeting
– 2016: Strategic plan
– 2017 Oct 11: Resolution (see above)

• FORTAG meetings with MPRPD staff
– 2014 – 2020: 10 meetings







Wildlife-friendly undercrossing at Gen. Jim Moore Blvd
Connects Frog Pond to Fort Ord National Monument



Disclaimer:
Unofficial map.

Not part of the DEIR.



Disclaimer:
Unofficial map.

Not part of the DEIR.



Disclaimer:
Unofficial map.

Not part of the DEIR.



Disclaimer:
Unofficial map.

Not part of the DEIR.



Disclaimer:
Unofficial map.

Not part of the DEIR.



Disclaimer:
Unofficial map.

Not part of the DEIR.



The “Creek” option (Option C)
Considerations to do with Cal Trans, US ACoE, CDFW, & cost

Disclaimer:
Unofficial diagram.

Not part of the DEIR.



Disclaimer:
Unofficial map.

Not part of the DEIR.



Pros/cons of 
different 
options

Disclaimer:
Unofficial table.

Not part of the DEIR.



fortag.org

facebook.com/FORTAG



Final note:

If you happen to be shown in one of the photos in this presentation and either:
(1) want a copy of the photo, or
(2) want the photo to be removed from our outreach materials,
please let us know.

fortag@fortag.org

mailto:fred@fortag.org
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